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Editorial Message 


How to Strengthen our Armenian 
Evangelical Churches through Music 


by John P. Merjanian* 


“The Armenian Evangelical 
Church,” authored by Rev. Dr. 
Vahan Tootikian, is an impres- 
sive and praiseworthy book. I 
will highlight here a few of his 
observations and concerns 
along with my suggestions, 
recommendations and hopes 
for our future generations. 

Dr. Tootikian states that the 
most fundamental crisis of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church today is spiritual; our 
churches suffer from spiritual apathy. In 
the past, it was their peculiar genius for 
spiritual values which earned Armenian 
Evangelicals their unique place in history. 
Their religious consciousness colored ev- 
erything they did. In the present, the en- 
thusiasm of the first and second generations 
of Armenian Evangelicals has definitely 
waned. 

The various ministries and benefits of non- 
Armenian Protestant churches is reason 
enough for some Armenians to give up their 
own church and join a neighborhood church. 
This is especially true when, besides spiri- 
tual benefits, there are some fringe benefits 
and considerations, such as more social con- 
tacts with others outside their own ethnic 
community and business connections; dis- 
tance may be a factor, as well as similar types 
of worship. Most of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical churches in the Diaspora are in dan- 
ger of losing their identity. The problem of 
assimilation is the most serious threat. 

Do we have problems? Yes we do, but 
remember, “The Armenian Evangelical 


* Dr. John P. Merjanian is a pharmacist by 
profession, but his passion has always been 
church music, particularly the music of the 
Armenian Evangelical worship service. He 
has studies and taught sacred music through- 
out his life, both in Lebanon and the United 
States. He has directed church choirs and 
produced many recordings of sacred music. 
He is also the author of several works on 
church music. One of his major publications 
is a two-volume set of Sacred Hymnals in the 
Armenian language with English translitera- 
tion. Dr. Merjanian and his wife, Marjorie, 
are now retired and live in Seattle, WA. 


Movement was evangelistic, 
with a genuine thrust toward 
missionary outreach, and to- 
day it must be prepared to 
proclaim the ‘Good News,’ 
for evangelism is the ultimate 
test of the preservation of 
evangelical values,” states 
Dr. Peter Doghramji. The 
thrill of the pioneer that the 
early generations experienced, the original 
wonder and awe are lacking. The quality 
of spiritual life has begun to deteriorate. We 
should not forget that the church that is pre- 
dominantly concerned about itself is not 
going to have a solid basis for communi- 
cating with God who has clearly commit- 
ted Himself to love the whole wide world. 
Moreover, churches that live for themselves 
die within themselves. 

Let us think now for a moment how we 
individually and collectively can assist the 
AMAA who, with its dedicated and effec- 
tive Board and Executive Director, work 
tirelessly on many marvelous projects to 
serve our Armenian people throughout the 
world. 

Dr. Tootikian feels that there is a decline 
in public worship. If worship is one of the 
highest acts of the Christian church, and 
one of the most powerful vehicles for spiri- 
tual growth, then the present performance 
of Armenian Evangelicals implies a degree 
of spiritual impoverishment. One of the 
major complaints made among many Ar- 
menian Evangelicals today is that their 
spiritual leadership is not adequate. There 
is criticism that the churches have tolerated 
mediocrity and have lowered their perfor- 
mance standards at many levels. Ministers 

have been criticized for not being what they 
were called by God to be. Some laymen are 
critical of their minister’s pastoral leader- 
ship and philosophy, especially the vast gap 
between their minister’s utterances and per- 

formances. Thus, the credibility of their 
spiritual leadership is being seriously ques- 
tioned, The words and the deeds of the min- 
isters do not match. 

Many Armenian Evangelical churches in 
recent years have been experiencing a de- 
cline in membership and attendance, a de- 


terioration of spiritual lifestyle, and erosion 
of long-established religious and cultural 
values. Armenian churches need spiritual 
leaders who will bring not only a tribute of 
excellence to the common treasury of Ar- 
menian Christendom, but also will inspire 
new generations by the example set by their 
own lives. 

As has been stated before, the worship 
service is one of the highest acts of the 
Christian church and one of the most pow- 
erful vehicles of spiritual growth. Many 
times people refer to the worship service as 
“The Sermon,” as though the sermon were 
the most important item of worship. It must 
be emphasized that the sermon is only one 
of many parts of the worship service through 
which God speaks to the minds, hearts, and 
consciences of worshippers. One of my dear 
friends, a fine bass who has sung in my 
choirs and recordings, told me recently, 
“This sermon does speak to my mind and 
conscience, but never to my heart.” 

At this time I would like to bring the great 
importance of good sacred music to our 
worshippers; music that is wisely selected 
and beautifully performed. I would like to 
quote from the preface of my thesis: 

When a choir sings a great anthem effec- 
tively, it becomes so spiritually uplifting that 
one leaves the worship service with a sense 
of total fulfillment of joy and praise to God. 

It has been said that ‘‘a great church is a 
singing church,” or “a singing church is a 
great church.” If churches emphasize the 
importance of great music programs, there 
is no doubt in my mind that the spiritual re- 
sults will be miraculous. The organist, choir 
director, soloists, and choir members can be 
a real blessing to the worship service. 

The Armenian language has been called 
a language of praise and thanksgiving. 
What better way to pray and praise our Lord 
in song than in our mother tongue. 

I would like to share with you this true 
story: When our son, Craig, was four years 
old, I found him sitting on our front porch 
looking very serious. 

I said, “Son, why are you so serious?” 

He answered, “Daddy, God talked to me.” 

“That’s great, what did He say?” I asked. 

“TI don’t know,” said Craig. 

“When God talks to you, shouldn’t you 
listen carefully to what He is saying?” 

He answered, “I was, but He was talking 
in Arnventan!? — 

__ Singing hymns has been an essential part 
of Christian worship and fellowship ever 


since the disciples “sang a hymn when they 
went to the Mount of Olives” (Mark 14:26). 
The Apostle Paul, likewise, admonished the 
Christians to “speak to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs” 
(Ephesians 5:19), thus expressing thanks 
and gratitude to God “for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Colossians 
3:16 and Ephesians 5:19). 

In order to have a great program of mu- 
sic in a church, it is vital to select talented 
and dedicated musicians. They should not 
be chosen simply because they love to sing, 
but on the basis of musicianship. Because 
they are to be church musicians, the first 
qualification is that they are practicing 
Christians with an understanding of Chris- 
tian worship. If they do not have this a 
fication, no amount of musical ability wil 
make up for its absence as far as Christian 
worship is concerned. If we want ee 
astic choir members, We need to select tal- 
ented choir directors, organists, and ee, 
ists. If the quality of the leader is poor, tal- 
ented choir members will sit 1n the congre- 
gation. Don’t expecta congregation to oe 
when the music program is poor. Mem es 
will expect fine music the same way they 
expect great sermons. 

The Fate director and the minister sine 
work together in selecting great pie oa 
congregational singing. The organist s e ‘i 
have access to these hymns 1 ae ae 
that he or she can play them efieete ie 
the congregation. Adding strings OF me 
to hymn singing, along with the ae ne 
be a great asset. 1 would discourage ae 
away” music such as choruses ata 
songs. They may be popular for 4 sat its: 
but they are continuously changing © 
they have no lasting value. - 

Selection of anthems !5 
churches. Some of the greatest ae 
were composed in the 18th and 19th a i 
ties by Christian composers: dedica es 
serving the Lord. Also, there are 4 a ni 
of anthems composed in this century DY 
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“Thank you, sir, I get the message,” he 
answered. 

If the choir director does not provide an- 
thems that are challenging musically and 
spiritually, many faithful choir members 
will drop out, and even large churches will 
have mediocre choirs. The function of the 
choir is not to provide great Christmas and 
Easter music, but great music every Sun- 
day as a part of worship. If the minister 
preaches only two great sermons through- 
out the year, he won’t last long either. 

°Many Protestant churches tend to perform 
contemporary sacred rock music, OF music 
by church music publishing.mills that grind 
out new anthems and cantatas with poor, 
formula music, and mediocre texts. Many 
of these anthems have little to say and are 
shallow in their witness to Christ at best, 
both in message and musical content. 

A few years ago I was watching Dr. Rob- 
ert Schuller of the Crystal Cathedral, inter- 
viewing the world famous violinist, Yehudi 
Menhuin. One of the questions he was 
asked was what he thought of sacred rock 
Mr. Menhuin responded, “That’s 
at’s noise.” 

We should take advantage of the new book 
of “Sacred Anthems” just published in Ar- 
menian. These will present a Serre to 
your choirs to perform great music. i a 
are also many fine sharagans that wil ai 
greatly to the worship. Don ae en 
music for smaller groups as well, ns - 
male quartets. There are many boo. = 
male quartets available in English, an ; 

w book in Armenian is now available. 
ae talked to many people who are ae 
in various churches, and all were enthuse 


to hear male quartets. 
In one of my requit' 


i t to visi 
music, we wen 
how their services were run. The Rabbi told 


us how important music is to the Jewish ser- 
‘a He said, “If we don’t have a talented 
a we had better close our doors.” 
"aiate mentioned the importance of great 
hymns and anthems. | feel very strongly 
about the importance of soloists. We should 
use their talents often to perform solos, du- 
ets, and quartets. Also, if there are talented 
instrumentalists, we should use their talents 
as soloists or in group performances. Chil- 
dren as well as adults should be encouraged 
rm in church. Many parents spend 
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form, they cannot advance in their field of 
music. Churches should provide recitals 
and invite everyone to come and hear the 
performances. This will encourage them 
to become better musicians. When they feel 
their talents are used and appreciated, they 
will stay in the church, help in future pro- 
grams, and glorify God with their talents. 

I do hope Sunday School teachers are tal- 
ented leaders when they teach our beloved 
youngsters beautiful hymns within range of 
their voices, and not choruses and praise 
songs only. 

Remember, they will be the future choir 
members of our church. 

I do hope seminaries train our ministers 
to become well versed in great church mu- 
sic as well. 

After reading this article, I have no 
doubtthat the trustees will ask “How can we 
afford to pay adequate salaries for the choir 
director, organist, soloists?” My answer is 
simple, “How can we not afford if we want 
to survive as Armenian Evangelicals in this 
country?” 

I believe that when the performance of 
music excels, and matches the quality of the 
rest of the worship service, the sanctuary 
will be packed every Sunday, not only at 
Christmas and Easter. 

There are ways to help raise funds for the 
music program. First, we should learn to 
tithe, not just financially, but with our time 
and talent as well. I believe that the more 
we give to our church, the more God will 
increase our assets. If we are capable of 
sharing our treasures that comes from God, 
we should share it for the glory of God. 
There are people who, given the opportu- 
nity, may want to sponsor a part of the mu- 
sic program as their gift to the church. The 
leadership of the church, or the trustees, 
could approach people with financial means 
to help. Present to them the opportunity to 
sponsor soloists or other major expenses. 
It will give them a sense of pride and joy to 
help make a fine music program a reality. 
Choir concerts, or recitals during the year 
could raise funds for the music budget. 

I pray that in the future, when we cel- 
ebrate our anniversaries or attend church 
conventions, we will be able to use our com- 
bined trained and talented choirs and not 
have to rely on other sources for help. I 
hope that every Evangelical will seriously 
make every effort to have the dream of our 
forefathers come true, to “Serve the Lord 
with gladness and come into His presence 


with singing.” 
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AMAA Executive Director Visits Middle East 


Earlier this year, from late June to mid- 
July, Rev. Movses Janbazian, Executive Di- 
rector of the Armenian Missionary Asso- 
ciation of America (AMAA), visited the Ar- 
menian Evangelical communities in Leba- 
non, Syria and Turkey. 

The principal reason for Rev. J anbazian’s 
visit to Lebanon was to attend the high-level 
Conference on Haigazian University. This 
Conference, attended by Armenian Evan- 
gelical leaders from the U.S., and the 
Middle East, focused on Haigazian’s future 
and involved reorganizing the administra- 
tive and advisory bodies of the University. 
Rev. Janbagian also met with church and 
community leaders, local pastors, school 
principals and representatives of the Union 
of Armenian Evangelical Churches in the 
Near East (UAECNE). 

In Syria, Rev. Janbazian visited Aleppo 
and Kessab, where Armenian communities 
in Syria are concentrated. He met with lo- 
cal pastors and church representatives and 
preached in two of the churches. 

Rev. Janbazian’s visit to Istanbul, where 
the remnants of the Armenian community in 
Turkey are concentrated, was to assess the 
activities and needs of the Evangelical 
churches there. The Armenian Evangelical 
Church in Gedik Pasha - one of only two in 
Istanbul - is badly in need of repairs. There 
are about 80 “official” members of the church 
(members must register with the government) 
and draws about 60-100 people to its Sunday 
morning service - most of them non-Arme- 
nians. The Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Beyoglu - the “mother church” of Arme- 
nian Evangelicals - also holds a Sunday morn- 
ing service. Attendance, however, is only 
about 30. The Bible House Church has been 
demolished for development, so its former 
congregation worships at the Gedik Pasha 
church. All indications show that the Turk- 

ish authorities are succeeding in their “eth- 
nic cleansing” program, forcing Christian mi- 
norities to emigrate or disintegrate. 

In his capacity as the Executive Director 
of the AMAA, Rev. Janbazian visits from 
time to time, Armenian Evangelical com- 
munities in the Middle East and other parts 
of the world to evaluate local needs, pro- 
vide help if possible, and show that such 
communities, however small or remote, are 
part of the greater Armenian Evangelical 
world family and are worthy of recognition 
and support.O 
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Gedik Pasha and Pera (Istanbul), Mr. Krikor Aghabaloghlou (lef) and ai v. pata 
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Catholicos Aram I Visits AMAA 


On his first pontifical visit to the 
Armenian communities and congre- 
gations of the Prelacy of the Arme- 
nian Apostolic Church in the East- 
em United States and Canada, His 
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the 
Great House of Cilicia, also visited 
the headquarters of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) in Paramus, NJ, on Mon- 
day, October 6, 1997. 

Accompanying His Holiness were 
several high-ranking clergy and lay 
leaders of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, including His irae 
Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian, ae 
ate of the Eastern U.S. and Cana 4 
His Eminence Bishop Mousheg 
Mardirossian, Prelate of the Western 
U.S.; Mr. Onnic Marashlian, Chair- 
man ‘of the Executive Council of ie 
Prelacy ; and others. His pee 
was received by AMAA Board ae j 
bers and Armenian Evangelical ¢ 3 
gymen, including Rev. Movses a 
Janbazian, Rev. Dr. G. ae 
Chopourian, Rev. Soe ne 
Nuyujukian and Rev. 
Heghinian. _ 4 

aa eee event of His Holi- 
ness Aram I’s visit with the leader- 
ship of the Armenian Misa 
Association of America was mar " 
with cordial words of warm ae 
ings by Rev. Janbazian and His fea 
liness Aram I, who, over the ye 1 
have maintained their close au 
ship developed during their pe 
days at the Near East School 0 me 
ology in Beirut. His Holiness ae 
sented Rev. Janbazian with ‘e 
dallion pictured on one side wit eee 
“Mother” Cathedral of the Holy 
of Cilicia at Antelias, bepaiea aa 
on the other side with the ca 
of the Holy Muron. The Eee a 
pressed his appreciation for i ieee 
standing and many-faceted ges 
of the Armenian Missionary cages 
ciation of America a eae 
and service of the ieee with 
gelical churches. ba the Ap- 
commendatory Wort” | Churches’ 
ostolic and Evangelica 


cooperation and close fellowship A 
the Middle East, where bot 
Churches jointly sponsor a num- 
ber of institutions of community ser- 
vice. A former student of pee 
University and a graduate tec 
Near East School of Theology, is 
Holiness also spoke Bes iad a 
jonal service of the jenial 
uate institutions in Syria and 
mets of the AMAA and the 
Armenian Evangelical Ge ea 
Rey. Janbazian presented His Hol ae 
with a communion chalice. ° is 
chalice”, he said to pea BS a 
in cele 
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the servants of the same ; Me 
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hrist, and as a to- 
a peas aa wishes for an 
ae sae fellowship and coopera- 
esas the Armenian Evangeli- 
pices and the Armeman Apos- 
a ‘Mother’ Church.” 
The visit also fea- 
tured a reception _ 
honor of His Borer 
which offered an oe 
tunity for all to greet : 
Pontiff and oi 
memorable time 0 
lowship. Before his de- 
lente from the 
AMAA headquarters» 
His Holiness alse 
ited the Armenian se 
byterian Church sa e 
tuary; located aa 
to the AMAA head 
Rev. Ara 
astor of 


the h ! 
Christian heritag 
an affirmation 0 


tolic 


quarters. 
a AO 
Heghin- 1a! fone 
the church, welcomed 
the Pontiff and his en- 
tourage. After singing 
“Hyre Mer”, His Holi- The Rev. 
ness offered a prayer comme 
and the benedictior 
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Haigazian University 


The Future of the University 


Haigazian University was 
founded in Beirut in 1955 
through the efforts of the Union 
of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East 
(UAECNE) and the Armenian 
Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA). It was 
founded in response to a press- 
ing need: giving young Arme- 
nians in the Middle East an op- 
portunity to acquire a college 
education. Colleges in Lebanon 
were few and, fémany, too ex- 
pensive. Haigazian offered this 
Opportunity to all qualified Ar- 
menians, irrespective of their fi- 
nancial circumstances. The suc- 
cess of this institution is visible 
today in the large number of 
graduates who occupy important 
positions in the professions, in 
business and in government. 
During the prolonged civil 
war in Lebanon, Haigazian Uni- 
versity — along with all public 
institutions in Lebanon — suf- 
fered a period of decline. 
Haigazian survived, and is now 
in a period of reconstruction and 
renewal. An international con- 
ference was held in Lebanon on 
June 27-28, 1997, to determine 


A scene from Haigazian University Gl 


the degree and direction of that 
reconstruction and renewal ef- 
forts. 

The conference was attended 
by representatives of the 
UAECNE, AMAA, Haigazian 
Board of Managers, Haigazian 
Board of Trustees and Stephen 
Philibosian Foundation. These 
included Albert Momjian, Esq. 
(President, AMAA); Mr. Rob- 
ert Hekemian (Vice-President, 
AMAA); Rev. Movses B. 
Janbazian (Executive Director, 
AMAA); Mrs. Joyce Stein (Chair- 
man, Stephen Philibosian Foun- 
dation); Dr. Rendel Levonian 
(Chairman, Haigazian Board of 
Trustees); Rev. Robert Sarkiss- 
ian (Chairman, Haigazian 
Board of Managers); Rev. 
Hovhannes Karjian (President, 
UAECNE); and Rey. Dr. John 
Khanjian (President, Haigazian 
University). 

The conferees spent two days 
mapping the direction of 
Haigazian’s future, and ended 
their conference with a banquet 
under the patronage of Al-Rafik 
Harriri, Prime Minister of Leba- 
non. 

On the day following the con- 


™ 


Cutting Haigazian University's 43rd Anniversary Commemora- 


tive Cake are (from left) Rev. Hovhannes Karjian, Rev. Robert 
Sarkissian, Mr. Albert Momjian, Dr. John Markarian, Rey. 
Movses B. Janbazian, Dr. John Khanjian and Dr. Rendel 


Levonian 


ference (Sunday, June 29), the 
participants attended the bacca- 
laureate ceremony at Haigazian 
University to witness the award- 
ing of over 60 degrees to this 
year’s graduating class. 

The AMAA’s officers and 
Board members stayed in Beirut 
for three 
additional 
days to 
meet with 
UAECNE 
leaders to 
discuss 
the prob- 


obal Conference, and participants in the Conference on the stairs of Mugar Building. 


lems and needs of the Armenian 
Evangelical communities and 
institutions (churches, schools, 
etc.) in Lebanon and Syria, 
and to make plans to deal 
with present and anticipated cir- 
cumstances, problems and 
needs.O 


The 37th Commencement 
Service 


Haigazian University (HU) held its 37th 
commencement exercises under the pa- 
tronage of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America on July 4, 1997. 
The ceremony took place at Beirut Hall, 
Sin el Fil, and was attended by over 700 
people. Among the guests at the ceremony 
were Mr. Michel Faraon and Mr. Apraham 
Dedeyan, both members of the Lebanese 
Parliament; representatives of the AE: 
nian Missionary Association of America, 
the former President of Haigazian rae 
sity, Dr. John Markarian and his wife; i 
members of the University Board 0 
Managers. 

The ceremony be 
anthems of Lebanon 
followed by the Invocatio 
Rev. Sarkissian. 

Sie who served as the ee 
speaker, recalled his first impress es 
Lebanon in 1955, when he arrived to ee 
as the founding President of HU. a 
words described Lebanon 4s 5 ite of 
overlapping cultures that form a ae o 
He enjoined the gt ua 
Iture, and work 
ss commun- 
separation 


gan with the national 
and Armenia, 


n delivered by 


communities. 
to respect each and every cu 
towards building bridges act 
ties, pulling down the walls of 
built between them during the war. 
Dean Wilma Cholakian presente 
candidates to President Khanjian, , 
conferred 39 Bachelor of Arts bi , 
Bachelor of Science degrees are oa 
Services Teacher Training Certiti¢ 


the 
President Khanjian congratulate’ sa 
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y careers an 
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they are 
nce 1975, 
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ment in their Universit 
reminded them that they ie 
special class for several reasons: 
the largest graduating class s 
they represent the end of Halse? are the 
from its Kantari campus, ae 
first graduates of Haigazian a with the 
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A Graduate's Testimony 

Arpy Kardashian of 
one of Haigazian 
University S 68 recent graduates, es 
io following testimony during the 
apensions Baccalaureate Service on 


Sunday, June 24, 1997. 


Editor’s Note: Miss 
Beirut, Lebanon, 


Kardashian and I majored in Social 
aed my courses 10 a A 
of April I started working for t 
oe ie Missionary Association of America 
ieee Armenia. I work with 6-12 year-old 
in ee organizing and coordinating the 
ta Education Program. My job also 
ae organizing and coordinating the 
Gi Sponsorship Program that our 
Association has in Armenia. hen 
] started studying Social Wor' "3 
ized that this was God’s plan for my lle. 
St in future the way I 
tw be, but God had a totally 


ee eee lized that my 
: for my life. I realiz 
differen Be oe could lead me to 


ani 
te a good only if ] surrendered my 
so 


f i s soon as I committed my 
1 iprfesi to God, He broke 
a pride and shaped a new ME. ada 

All the things I learned at a 
University, whether in ily ‘GOLESES or i ings 
| learned through my relationships with my 
classmates and instructors, have on Nie 
helpful and constructive. As a ee 
student I learned how to help peop e help 

Christian believer and a 


themselves. As 4 hs 
member of the Spiritual Life Committee at 


| ate 
Baccalaureate Service of Haiga. 


lical Church, Beirut, Lebanon. 


zian University held at the First Ar- 


Arpy Kardashian 
Haigazian University I learned to love 
i eople. 

Soar rida the Board of Trustees and 
the Administration for giving me the 
opportunity to learn how to serve. I want to 
thank the Faculty for all the information 
and guidance they provided. Special 
thanks to our Campus Minister for his great 
example as a servant. ] also want to thank 
my parents for the path they brought me up 
on, and their patience and encouragement. 
Finally, | want to thank my friends and 
challenge them to a life of service. As a 
Social Worker my profession naturally 
entails service, but God also needs 
business, computer, biology, psychology, 
education and other majors. God can use us 
and bring out the best in us if we only 
commit our lives and our ambitions to Him. 
When we dedicate our lives totally to Him, 
He can melt us, mold us, fill us and then use 


us. 
AMAA NEWS - 7 


———————_—LO<——— 


Armenian Children's Milk Fund: A Gift of Life 
to Infants in Armenia and Karabagh 


The nutritional programs of the Armenian 
Children’s Milk Fund (ACME) has 
significantly lowered the infant mortality 
rate in Karabagh. This was confirmed by 
Dr. Viatcheslav Aghabalian, the former 
Health Minister of the Republic of 
Karabagh. In 1993 the infant mortality rate 
in the republic was 86%; in 1997 it had 
dropped to 13%. Health officials hope to 
bring the rate further down to single digits 
by 1998 with continued assistance from 
ACMF. According to Health Ministry 
sources there are approximately 1500 to 
2000 births in Karabagh every year. 

Under the sponsorship of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
(AMA) the Armenian Children’s Milk 
Fund of Boston, MA, along with it’s 
affiliates in Worcester, MA, and Provi- 
dence, RI, has been regularly providing 
soy-based isomil formula to Armenia since 
1989. Recently, with the establishment of 
AMAA offices in Stepanakert, capital of 
the Republic of Mountainous Karabagh 
(RMK), and upon the request of the Health 
Ministry of RMK, this vital program was 
expanded to include also the children in 
Karabagh, 

Infants in Armenia and Karabagh 
unfortunately do not get proper amounts of 
nutrition in their regular diets due to the 
economic crisis resulting from the block- 
ade in the region. Breast feeding is still 
rare due to the malnutrition of the mother 
or due to stress. Infants are fed formula as 
a supplement. This was confirmed by Dr 
Nazeli Sarkissian the resident doctor whe 
serves in the AMAA’s clinic in Yerevan. 
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Three shipments of Isomil 
formula - 4,400 cases or 27,000 
pounds - were airlifted to 
Armenia during the last three 
months via flights organized by 
United Armenian Fund. These 
shipments, ata cost of $75,000.00, 
were made possible through 
ACMF and the generous support 
of concerned individuals and 
organizations. 

The formula is distributed 
directly from AMAA offices to 
families of new born babies upon 
a written recommendation re- 
ceived from the local hospital. 
Distribution centers are located 
in Yerevan, Gumri, Vanatzor, 
Stepanavan, Goris and 
Stepanakert. Recently two 
representatives of ACMF, namely 
the newly elected Chairperson, 
Mrs. Jeanmarie Papelian and Mr. 
Karnig Ostayan, Committee 
member, visited Armenia to 
evaluate the new needs and also 
to participate in the distribution of the 
formula. 

Each case of Isomil provides enough 
nutrition for one child for a period of one 
month. Health officials recommend 
feeding the same formula to an infant 
regularly until the age of one. Through a 
special arrangement, Isomil is purchased at 
discounted prices from Abbott Laborato- 
ries. The suppliers also provide a certain 


~ 


amount of formula free of charge, 
considering the crucial need for this 
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fe to our children in Armenia and 


| 
Make your tax deductible donation to: AMAA/ACMEF, 140 Forest Avenue | 
voahaine | 


NJ 07652 


Dr. Nazeli Sarkissian, AMAA's resident physician, 
pictured with two of the infants receiving Isomil. 


program. A contribution of $19.00 per 
month or $228.00 per year will be enough 
to save the life of yet another child in 
Armenia and Karabagh, helping lower the 
mortality rate even more. 

The Holiday Season is at hand, and soon 
we will celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The picture of the Infant Jesus in 
the manger will remind us of the true 
meaning of the gift of life and love that God 
shares with us. It should also remind us that 
while we feel the blessedness of the season, 
we should also remember those who are 
underprivileged and need our love and 
care. 

Let us specially remember our little ones 
in Armenia and Karabagh, who unfortu- 
nately suffer the most. Let us share God’s 
Love with them through the Gift of Life. 
Let us remember that what we do today 
will not only confirm our righteousness but 
will also guarantee the future of our nation. 

While you fill out the coupon, please 
remember that a gift of $19.00 a month for 
12 months, or $228.00 for one year, will 
save-theife of one Armenian child.O 


Orphan/Child Care Committee 


Raises $70,000 


The AMAA Orphan/Child Care Commit- 
tee of Boston recently sponsored two events 
which netted about $70,000.00 for the 
AMAA’s Child Care projects in Armenia 
and Karabagh. 

The first event, held last summer, was a 
direct mail appeal, featuring the drawing 
of a joyful Armenian picnic on its cover 
which was designed and decorated by 


Romard and produced by Results, Inc. of 


New Jersey. The appeal invited prospec 
tive contributors to attend a picnic not in 
person, but through a representative, 
namely, a contribution. Romard’s er 
was exquisitely creative, capturing the spiri 
of a happy traditional Armenian picnic, an 
Results, Inc.’s wording of the invitation was 
imaginative. These generous donee on 
the part of the artist and the advertising 111m 
contributed to a most successful fundraiser. 
The second event was the Committee’s 


ACME Holds Two Suc 
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i ‘Idren’s Milk Fun 
The Armenian Chi ofl 4 


(ACMF) recently held two succes an 
raisers, a Golf Tournement in Boston, 
and a Yard Sale in Providence, \'- 

The fith annual ACMF Golf Tournament 
was held last August. Since 1993 the tour 
nament has attracted hundreds of golfers. 
Many come from the Armenian coma 
however, a consistent 40% of the Bee 
golfers who play each year are not ee, bey 
They support the ACMF because of 


work it does. , L 
John Fashjian, a Framingham Cal F 
man, created and developed the ACMF aa 
Tournament. He credits the many mem im 
of the ACMF Golf Committee for the oe 
tinuing success of the Tournament. adbey 
respect each others contributions an ahh 
work well together. What's eel 
our minds is the well-being of es 
infants and children,” John said. Mike 
of the committee are Seta aed Keliik 
Kalajian, Sy and Alma Sahagian, jeanmarie 
Dick Kazanjian, Karnig Crone nudy 
Papelian, Maryann Kaze ian, Seth 
Talanian Shagoury; Michele see Sate 
Bilizerian, Charles Sayag, an 


Zakarian. 


third Annual Luncheon/Children’s Fashion 
Show held at the Oakley Country Club in 
Watertown, MA. Twenty-four talented and 
dedicated hostesses decorated the tables 
with centerpieces designed with a child or 
holiday theme. Celebrity auctioneer Mike 
Wankum of Channel WBS56 in Boston, “The 
40 O’clock News”, handled the live auc- 
tion of the centerpieces. He projected the 
sincere love he feels for all children in need. 

Fourteen children, six mothers, and two 
grandmothers adorned the runway 1 high 
fashion clothing from Talbots, the interna- 
tionally renowned fashion store. Talbots 
generously provided the outfits, music, and 
gifts for the mini-models. 

This exciting fundraiser was made pos- 
sible through the hard work of the twenty- 
four hostesses and the loving labors of the 
members of the AMAA Boston Child Care 
Committee: Rosemary Atamian, Joanne 


cessful F undraisers 


One of the most interesting parts of the 
day was the auction during dinner. This 
year WCRB-FM radio personality Laura 
Carlo shared auctioneering duties with Mike 
Kalajian. Ed Keljik added excitement by 
offering 4 financial Vee challenge which 

fers accepted. 
Te on the work of the ACME, 
John Fashjian said, “When Armenians wie 
together, they can do wonderful things. 
KK * 


Last spring, mem- 
bers of the Rhode Is- 
land affiliate of the 
ACMF held a suc- 
cessful fundraiser. 
They had a yard sale 
which was held in the 
parking lot of the 
popular Armenian 
restaurant and cater- 
ing service, “Delica- 
cies,” owned and op- 
erated by two young 
Armenian women, 
Stephanie Masoian 


and Linda Minassian. Members of the . 


4CMF Golf Tournament ( ‘ommittee. 


) 


Margot Palandjian was one of the fourteen 
children participating in the fashion show. 


DeAngelis, Nancy Eskandarian, Joyce 
Janjigian, Sheila Palandjian, Jacquie 
Stepanian, and Michele Simourian. 

The need remains great, and those who 
would like to help orphaned and underprivi- 
leged children in Armenia and Karabagh 
may mail their tax-deductible contributions 
to: . AMAA Orphan/Child Care Fund, 140 
Forest Avenue, Paramus, NJ 07652.0 


Several people came by that afternoon to 
support the Armenian Children’s Milk 
Fund, which sends soy-based isomil infant 
formula to hospitals in Gumri, Yerevan, 
Vanatzor, Goris and Karabagh. 

The Committee chairperson for this event 
was Louise Janigian. She was assisted by 
committee members Dorothy Masoian, 
Mari Khatcherian, Marilyn Kojoian and 
Carol Melikian.O 
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The Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) has for a_ second 
consecutive year provided Christian edu- 
cation literature for the public schools of 
Armenia and Karabagh. The request for 
these books came from Mr. Rafael 
Pagoian, Chairman of the Central Commis- 
sion on Humanitarian Assistance for the 
Government of the Republic of Armenia 
and Mr. Ardashes Petrossian, Minister of 
Education. md Culture. Mr. Petrossian 
wrote, “We endorse the request of 
theCentral Commis- 
sion on Humanitarian 
Assistance, and the 
Ministry of education 
will be pleased to 
help in the distribu- 
tion of the Christian 
literature to the pub- 
lic school children of 
Armenia. We are very 
grateful to the Arme- 
nian Missionary As- 
sociation of America 
for providing the 
books.” 

The book chosen 
for this year’s distri- 
bution was “Children 
of the Bible”. The 
books were printed in 
Armenia by MOM 
Publishers. In the 
Introduction of the 
book, Rev. Movses 
B. Janbazian, AMAA 
Executive Director, states the purpose for 
the distribution and the reason for choosing 
this particular book. “For many years, we 
were deprived of the Opportunity to 
educate our children with the teachings of 
the Bible. Now, thanks to our Independent 
Fatherland, we have the means to do so, 
and this book will make it possible to 
provide adequate teaching material previ- 
ously not available.” The book contains 25 
short, well-written stories of children 
mentioned in the Bible, including Samuel, 
David and the child Jesus. 
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On August 29, 1997, the books were 
delivered to the storage facility of the 
ministry of Education on Arshagouniats 
Street in Yerevan. There, under the joint 
supervision of the representatives of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches of Arme- 
nia and the Central Commission of 
Humanitarian Assistance, the books were 
distributed to the eleven regional govern- 
ment centers (Marzabedarans). According 
to official government records, there are a 
total of 1404 public schools in Armenia 
with a total student body of 584,218, out of 
which 63, 000 are first graders. In 
Karabagh there are 148 public schools with 


a student body of 22,000, including 3,000 
first graders. These books will also be 
distributed in Tbilisi, Georgia, where there 
are an estimated 2,000 first grade children 
of Armenian descent. 

Support for this project came from many 
of AMAA’s friends and loyal supporters, 
including Armenian Evangelical churches 
in the United States and Canada. Other 
Support came from Espoir pour |’Armenie 
(Hope for Armenia) of France and Dorcas 
Aid International, based in Andjik, The 
Netherlands. 


The AMAA recently granted $30,000 for 
the printing of textbooks for elementary 
school children in Karabagh. 

Mr Ardashes Petrossian, Minister of 
Education of the Republic of Armenia, had 
requested the AMAA's assistance for the 
printing of the “Armenian Reader” 
textbook for elementary school children. 
Responding to Mr. Petrossian’s request, 
the AMAA allocated $30,000 towards the 
project. In his letter of transmittal to Mr. 
Petrossian, Rev. Janbazian, The Executive 
Director of the 
AMAA, wrote, “We 
know that this is a 
very small amount 
compared to your 
overwhelming needs. 
But please be assured 
that this small _ gift 
comes with the ar- 
dent prayers and 
genuine commitment 
of the Armenian 
Evangelical churches 
worldwide.” 

In his letter of ac- 
knowledgment, Mr. 
Petrossian expressed 
the hope that the 
AMAA’s_ donation 
will encourage others 
to contribute to 
Armenia’s Ministry 
of Education projects, 
and stated, “During 
these difficult days, 
AMAA’s support is worth far more than its 
financial value, because moral encourage- 
ment is of equal importance to us.” 

The Ministry of Education does not have 
adequate funds to provide for the textbooks 
and school materials for all of the public 
schools in Armenia. Therefore it seeks 
assistance from concerned individuals and 
organizations. Your tax-deductible contri- 
bution towards~the “Armenian Textbook” 
project may be sent to the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, 140 


_Forest Avenue, Paramus, NJ 07652. 0 
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The Armenian Evangelical Church of Brus- 
sels, Belgium, was established ten years ago 
by the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) because it was felt that 
the growing concentration of Armenians 1 
Belgium — almost all of them from Turkey 
— required an Armenian Evangelical pres- 
ence. The pastor of the Church, Rev. Sarkis 
Pachaian, also comes from Turkey and is able 
to relate to his congregation on the basis ofa 
common background. The AMAA, Ora 
with the Armenian Evangelical Union © 
France, has continued to eee the church 
both financially and spiritually. 
Rev. ere: latest report to the AMG 
updates the church's activities during ie pas 
year. The following are some excerpts: snk 
"Five people were baptized during his 
past year, the first baptisms that have ta 
lace in our church." - 
: "Several pastors from France visited e 
during this year to share in our worship : 
vice and to hold Evangelical meetings: 


i are 

"A growing number of Armenians ee es 
from Armenia. We are working wit 

in Brussels and in the suburbs. 


Unfortu- 


nately, a disruptive.sect has grown up amone 
them that is causing some problems. 
"Lase June we organized a cultural and 
spiritual gathering that attracted 200 Bd 
We enjoyed performance by ae TO 
Armenia. Rev. Gilbert Léonian of nee 
gave us news about developments there. 


her Armenian Evangelical presence 
nian Evangelical 


This group con- 


Anot 
in Brussels 1s the Arme 


llowship of Belgium. ! 
ae of a dozen or so families who came to 


Belgium from Lebanon in the Eon 
meet periodically at the local a of 
Armenian Apostolic Church of ae i 
which they helped build and in wh ‘ é 4 
are active participants. They ane e he 
riodically by Armenian eo 
o conduc 
ae Piet eer and seasons. This 


vice | Laeupenne 
fellowship conducts its services In A 
a n Missionary Association of 


The Armenia 
America is pleased | 
both of these Armenian 


in Belgium.0 


d to provide support for 
Evangelical groups 


News & Notes 


On Sunday, July 20, 1997, the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) was honored at the Mark Taper 
Forum of Los Angeles, CA, on the 
occasion of the opening-night performance 
of Leslie Ayvazian’s play, “Nine Arme- 
nians”. Proceeds from the ticket sales 
were earmarked for the benefit of AMAA’s 
Haigazian University of Beirut, Lebanon, 
and the C. & E. Merdinian Armenian 
Evangelical School of Sherman Oaks, CA. 

A full house enjoyed the performance of 
this original play, which was the winner of 
the 1995 R@¥er L. Stevens Award. The 
play portrays the life of three generations 


1997, and starred, 
among others, cel- 
ebrated actors 
Apollo Dukakis, as 
well as the play- 
wright herself in 
the role of Aunt 
Louise. 
Following the 
performance, a re- 
ception was held 
at the Dorothy 
Chandler Pavilion 
by Haigazian and 
Merdinian Auxil- 
iaries. Mrs. Phyllis 
Hamo, Chair of 
the  Haigazian 


nes Karjian of 


Last August, Rev. Hovhan d with a spe- 
Beirut, Lebanon, was honore hday and 44 
cial celebration of his 70th birth 


of Armenian-Americans and their aware- Auxiliary, made the opening remarks and Member, who thanked all those vy eae 
ness of their ethnicity, or their lack of it. introduced the driving force behind this the event possible 25 vel as t “a who 
The play ran from July 24 - August 31, Byent Nix. Joyce Steins anAMIAA ‘Bond: geunpemed| televening’s iestivides. 


The James Jameson Essay Contest is an 
annual competition for Armenian students. 
Students are invited to submit essays deal- 
ing with some aspect of their Armenian 
heritage, be it historical, artistic, cultural 
or personal. Essays are submitted to the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), whose Publications 
Committee selects a panel of judges to re- 
view the essays. The essays are divided into 
two groups - high school and college. A 
cash award of $250.00 is given to the win- 
ner in each category. 

This year’s winner in the high school cat- 
egory was Ms. Julia Moosakhanian of 
Potomac, MD. Her essay, titled “Nagorno- 
Karabagh - An Overview,” covers the events 
that took place in Karabagh during the past 
decade and the situation as it stands today. 

In the college category, the winner was 
Ms. Lori Panossian of Tarzana, CA, Her 
essay, titled “International Politics and the 
Armenian Genocide”, describes and ana- 
lyzes the political situation leading to, dur- 
ing and following the 1915 genocide against 
the Armenians carried out by Turkey. 

All contestants should be congratulated 
for taking an interest in their heritage eae 
for pursuing that interest by entering this 
contest.4 
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i vangeli- 
years of service in the Armenian ae 
cal Church — all of it in Syria an bse 
non. The celebration gathering i re 
in Anjar, Lebanon, at the noe Sone 
Karjian's daughter, Mrs. Sie ie 
and son-in-law, Rev. Nerses ia yeti 
His son, Datev, had flown !n from ae 
lia for this occasion, and his other Eh 
ters, Rev. Nayiri Karjian and bee ean 
Karjian, had come from the a eat 
A large number of relatives, col eag as 
friends had gathered on this i in ane) 
sion to honor Rev. Karjian and Yee 
Rebecca, who has shared his ™ 
over the years. 

Rev. Karjian has serve “ava paso 
Evangelical church faithfully @ genial 
teacher, administrator and as e of opie 
effective writer. He has also pe ele) 
dent of the Near East School © oem 
of Beirut, Lebanon. Rev. eae etic 
ber of several regional ool aare a 
zations, such as the Middle East Atta 
Churches and the Fellowship vy, Kanjian 
Churches in the Middle Bast. ae ate 
currently servs as the piesa ranches in 
of the Armenian Evangelica 
the Near East. 

In honor of Rev. F 
Endowment Fund we ° 
family for theological va 
Middle East. The Fund 
the Armenian Missionary 
America. 


d the Armenian 


rjian, an 
jovhannes Kar) - 
a -tablished by his 
n the 


Mrs. Arshalous Chalabian of iiustmeron 
Beach, CA, was honored with a surprise 
party on her 90th birthday. The party, orga- 
nized by Mrs. Chalabian's children, took 
place at the home of one of her daughters, 
Mrs. Betty Hobrecht. Many friends and 
relatives shared in the happy occasion. Mrs. 
Chalabian, a longtime AMAA member, 
asked that, in lieu of birthday gifts, dona- 
tions be made to AMAA’s Rev. Stephen 
Manishagian Memorial Fund. 
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wsftpkG sh Yphywd wyp wugwd, pgo.uppipbnGkjp pag 
jupbunp parguin kup /opmghpp, op Guplinp nbybbnipprGGip 
bp huyppuypE Zu Urctuupwliulwl Ghbntgeny dug be 
ubgpGuywG qupgugvul quawquG nip bpnea Umupa: 
Ujn jargug ppp ue’ hp updéuGuenp ubnp gpurud E 
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hon n'y gargugpud E mya inten bly pg opmghpp Yunuh 
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po 6. Ulpwhs FpptytuG, 7. Nulwl Phpkytwl, 
; el Puvugnnd, 9. Giapkl dwugnpé 10. Uppwhuv 
oe ate Puviugnnd, 12. Uunghu ‘upphGbwuG 
; upnu FtutunhljbwG, 14. Qo ; 

: nnu Purunhl bud 

a aan Se AR 16. Uuwmnin StithpBhuympteut, 
i upnu GuubwG, 18 Uw 

é pg pu UhGuubwl 

rs i A fonnu 8nyhwGGkubwé, 20. Puqugq pees 
ei fee oo 21. Puquq BnyhuGGku Yunpfwhwuul 
i a ee Vipnypkiw (Gypwynp' Buhnypnr 
phwpfhG), 23. tupphky QaymfGp, 24. Vulniy tau kwh, 

4 


25 Fujnium Nal& 
phs, 26. Zuupundniv 
a ‘pupdne Nulk 
a Ae ae Se ance 28. Gyhuk SfintGgagiha 
; i uquufin, 30. 8nyhwGGku tu 
& 
AS Sara eg 31. Uwe 8nyulplu, 30 ee 
ho Puunplwéip, 33. Yhpulnu QuUohudulgh 
‘ w : wi, 34. Juanuuuup tpfudup, 35. Unga 
puynittin 36. Vuhutup bupuytu Phiptféh 
2 


37. Vuhink 
aug el Unsighwy nuvG, 38. ShyhG Unnniyut 
yeti ; : ShupG QuawquG U. np hratue 
: aa eins U. Zhjwétwé: 
ip-fprétiw 
bs AE alg ule yp wkgpipk ppfuhwyng 
Uninmljp pts ia bie a ip ue aa 
nin | wminkhbugnniphrcan.- «buat ogGlghaf 
ft atin Ubyanbuhwyh, Uuupugquph 
a esi er tke sa puptywounipluG Vhnip-bwl 
pne nughGtn hhvGbyne 
ae i gnpohG uty: Uju 
oA are Winn shQ, wy ApkGgG kG: VuGt Pb aitesiciien 
oe ol) sniGhaf wing ynwy: Ultphhujh tnud uv 
lgk 
Hae ee UhwyjG fihgn duiny Quqvwuinpniigwl, wy 
: P Fnulbupwih gnjg mniwd 46. AG Guyjbjny»: 
* yu, wunughii guy Urbnupwuulwl yquuvug hn 
ip-hrfbwl bp gupniGulrE fn nuziGnn.= 
Popubnip-tiwmd | bs eae a ac 
al Ka ul gael hujwdwlfp foumpr gupniGwdncigwue 
a bunutpny UhGst. 1847, npnyhimtr OutuGbu 
porpbul wnghr ppptr wGbuf tu. n 
ais upnyG dnnnyninn. 
ae sip nln wyu = dénynyninyn (hvw, hwy 
uthinwupulmywGGknp, ju’p.), huuyw wintwGwytu 
rs es eh fpwiwunip tw uw dn quilintEn 
ea lan eo ae yugnoGmununGunkG swuyiny up 
¥ 2 ny pees 4p yuykykp: Puyg Ylpnjshgtwy pniwlwlp 
abe PN Unyivpippa Pupdp. Wl Guywpfnu 
aa , w2ujp Ynnt— — hpwwGughp upnilgue 
4 unip-lul’ fh wywgnyuliniphiG hhg dnynnynipn pa: U, 
pululughpp Yujutnwl we hinhGwlnipprG sniGka i 
jpGup uln-nin quilig / “f ; “ 
Yuu n U 
Upunpopn Pulhabh (@opfhny wlgyphulwe a aan, 
fufp) Uhpinpnnrp-budp Unijpp-wl Uuyumniy Uktifpu bs ti 
hinpGwlnip-tuwdp Ginn hpwvtulighp up Se eae be i 
huununlp danndpptul GuqdulhkpynippiGp aed 
nipnjG funufulwa dnynyncupn. (wjupGta, Paonnfulw 
Uhytps jul’p), upwmoinip-luup fh huvdwhuiwuawp ninhg 
uk wqqug be dnynnypyng: Uju ylinghGn minh niGkgur 
tnyudpip 15, 1850 parulwlpliy: 
Yup. U. Pip prétual yp gupniiwlk Ghuapwgpty Unijpwl 
Uryinnr, ULEpmp hpnfupuulp plidwjlul yupwgultpp 


unfnchy. 
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AINE Bile wyjG uy UchwupwGulwG Ghbankgeny 
ek hee tit bw: tes ce Be 
JnizunniG ukp.- — an EES en 
nee ee ae UnijpwG Uyunr 
pudmlaG dényny{pnbwl gGnphud 
ee be: uquuniphuG be niphg hywnwl wqgug & 
nnypnny ul bGu jl 
YuylpfwG hpuvtubughpp, gud «ppwunty»é unwGwujnr huvup 
UuuGwinn Apwrkpny 12 wGdhGf Pupwuyhgz Uégynhulwl 
Phuywhuunip gughG Buh SkunG 1850 tnjhuplp 20, 
npnig winiGGbipp unnpke Ynimwhf.- 

1. UntxpwG Uipnypkiwl, (knpwyjnp* Bulnypnr Quunphuptha 
Zuyjng), 2. Skp UnpwGtu 8gnjhuGGkubwh, 3. Uwpgpu 
upppGtwl, 4. Vypnps Shjwhtul, 5. Qulinp tupl py bébw, 
6. Vuln bupjpimG, 7. UhunG Mpprétwl, 
8. Untipwi Mphrokbwl, 9. Untipw UGunGtwl, 10. Vknpnu 
GuvunfljawG, 11. Jonnu 8nyhwGGkubwG, 12. Gornnu 
UnuvlhuG dulugnpd: 

4niuy, Zw UctnupuGwhwul yun yun by h quuvug ppp 
WupduGugpt wy hiuwftpfpwlwe iphpounrp prin, np 
ubinh ty’niGbGwy unipwuGhG br sw Uctuupuulwl 
yuuntppulGbpne ufhghv.- 

«Uunlf (hvu, Zw UchnupuGulwl 12 yuuncppuyGkpp) 
uligi pulwl nouywGwuwl wid unwhh wk panncGnciguli 
Unppa qdubuvniphGké, wuyw Ypumpnjnpwh gupnviguili: 
Unppa dubdnip-fprGn' hpuduGugppa fh a4tnpG Ip ywlgGkn 
thon uvkgutn * ipkup wulinlg ninmwd: Zupgnill up ninnlg 
pphGg. «Zhlvw op not Appe&e OutwGbuG wkd wkpnip-bua 
hucumupfhw hywuw Gin Quumuptuy ugquunipprG be 
uGnappnip Ara whup Yui lf, pls yupwuiniuGnip pring 
nnngudé Lf fwlsgni py fnhunnGliwy w2jvuphha uk»: 
vipywGbpne UhwuGmlu yuuwuufyulin wju nur. «VbGt 
nplk yupudniwGnip pra shaft panniGwd Yuuv wnp 
pupwd, wy UpwsG urbnupwGG bat pGnniGwd be winp Gf 
jupwud vem niump npngwd “Gf = =Zwjymunulbuysg 
Uctunupwiulwl Ghunkgh wGncwup fiulisgnip] fphunnGtw, 


wg/vuphpa utp»: 


npnGf 
Ujuytu 


huvdwhu.wuwp upuolinip-bulg 


Mui. 


duipguylu, Unippwap huwGkjny GiphwGkpna 
yummuyulin, fprpufwashippa dunfp unGbjny 
gGnphurnplg Ge puwt.- «Uju yqunniayua ae 


sGwuzjouphpy wGniGkG kppluft up’ pudGncpf te guluglhf 
wll on hudwudbipypy “7 yun Yuli wlntGpG ur fpof 
wy prpmghh, dbqp>: 

Uju dbiuny, guy wiGbpne wGuwum huphunpwGtpa nw 
Zujwunulluyg Unwftjwlwl Ghbnigeny dngha ukg dGnvlin. 
Uporp prin uutfune gue 


unfinn Pupbuywzunip bul 
pudtntp, Uwyp Gh bintghla, hpvGunp ty Zujuunwlbayg 
Urénupululwa Ghbn ugha bu yiuwlhwl GuGusnilt 


uuywhnyl; npylku wfiguiu jpotwhwl hucufulwlnip pl’ 
yugu Oultulitul Yu jupnip-hwli: ARuphuwzunrp-tolt Uharp bul 
uGnulGkepp wGlwulwd rupdauli Guprulapwy tunGipp Zw 
UrhmupuGul wh Gupdlua ft winGglt 40-p 
unwidGuzinphnidp neékguli nunGujne Zuyuunwmlbayg 
Urtnupuliuhwa Ghanigeny hhvGwnppGkpp:O 


Obituaries 


REV. JAMES JAMIL CHAMICHIAN 
James Jamil Chamichian was born into the 
family of Yakub and Hosanna Chamichian of 
Aintab, Turkey, on February 1, 1913. He was 
the youngest of six children. When he was 
five months old his father died of cholera. 
The ravages of the genocide that followed 
gave James a difficult start in life. Through 
perseverance and hard work he became a 
master craftsman in furniture building. 

In 1948, God unexpectedly called him to 
the ministry. Obeying this call he served 
faithfully in churches in Amman, Jordan, 
Jerusalem and in Fresno, CA, touching many 
lives. 

He is survived by Eunice, his wife of 53 
years; three daughters, Ani Chamichian of 
San Francisco; Arpi and husband Henry 
Keledjian of Fresno; Grace and husband Jack 
Chavoor of Fresno; and five grandchildren, 
Jason and Jennifer Keledjian, and Kathleen, 
Gregory and Kelsey Chavoor, all of Fresno. 

He went to his heavenly home on February 
26, 1997. Services were held at graveside and 
at the First Armenian Presbyterian Church of 
Fresno. 


RICHARD M. CASPARIAN 

Public Defender Richard M. Casparian, 66, 
one of Rhode Island’s most respected and well- 
liked lawyers, who spent more than two de- 
cades representing some of the state’s most 
heinous criminals, died Friday at Rhode Island 
Hospital, where he was taken March 20 after 
being stricken at work. 

Mr. Casparian a native of P 
longtime resident of Cranston, had bee 


rovidence and 
n with 


the Public Defender’s office since 1974. He 
became Public Defender in 1988. Members 
se-knit 


of the Public Defender’s office, 4 clo 
group of people who revered their boss; were 
visibly shaken by the sudden loss ofa man who 
was a combination father-figure and mastel- 
ful defender of the rights of poor criminal de- 
fendants. E 

Mr. Casparian made his living representing 
some of the most unsympathetic criminals ever 
to appear in Rhode Island’s courtrooms. while 
many of the cases he handled were unwinnable 
from just about everyone’s point of view and 
resulted in his clients pleading guilty, i 
Casparian went to trial in some very difficu 
cases and won acquittals. 

Mr. Casparian, a graduate 0! 6 
College and the Boston University Schoo i 
Law, was active in Cranston Democratic P? Is 
tics in the 1960s and early 1970s. He ete 
Cranston councilman in the mid-1960s ae 
was chairman of the city’s first Historie pe 
trict Commission. He was an assistant a 
solicitor in Cranston before joining the pu a 


defender’s office in 1974. 

He was named Man of the Year by the 
Cranston chapter of the Rhode Island Jaycees 
in 1965 and was inducted into the Cranston 
Hall of Fame Foundation in 1986. 

From 1956 to 1958, he served with the 
Army, first in the Army Intelligence School; 
later he was stationed in Germany with Com- 
bat Intelligence. 

Mr. Casparian 
Sahag and St. M 


was a member of the St. 
esrob Armenian Apostolic 
Church. He was a member of the Rhode Is- 
lad Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association, and a founder of the Rhode Is- 
land Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. 

He was the husband of Gloria (Bedrosian) 
Casparian. He was the son of Virginia 
(Bargamian) Casparian of Cranston and the 
late Joseph Casparian. Besides his wife and 
mother, he leaves a daughter, Carol V. 
Casparian, in Rhode Island, and a sister, Bar- 
bara Sarkesian, of North Scituate, MA. — 

The funeral was held Wednesday, April 2, 
1997, at St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian 
Apostolic Church in Providence. Rev. John 
Zarifian, pastor of Providence’s Armenian 
Euphrates Evangelical Church, participated in 
the service. Rev. Zarifian and his wife Lois 
were good friends of the Casparians. 


y JAN 
a aes rs to the day since the death 


xactly five yea 
f a beloved husband, The Rev. Khachig 
can our dear sister in Christ, Lydia Sarian, 


life of labor and devotion to 

5 es April 3, 1997, to be united 
oe ihe Lord she loved so dearly. On Mon- 
April 7, her family members and friends 
ee in the sanctuary of Armenian aa 
tyrs” Congregational Church, Havertown, A, 
4 Service of Memory and Thanksgiving in 
ea and beautiful life, fully 


bration of her long and 
eee to the service of the gospel of Jesus 


Christ 10 several continents and over seven 
1 


decades. 
Particip 


ating in a truly celebrative service 


of her life and resurrection were The Rev. G. 
H Chopourian: her son, Arlen Sarian; grand- 
An hter, Rev. Carol Sarian, granddaughter 

ai d, Lisa and John Baboian; grand- 


nd husban : 
e n; and organist, Lucille 


Deny Gres SEN sa op pi ihe 
th Rey. Jirair Sogomian officiat- 


palukjian, W! 
ing. i ‘ . mt 
Lydia Sarian was born in Aintab, Turkey, 


on January 7, 1904, to Harutiun and Rachel 
Levonian. She grew up ina loving home with 
three brothers and three sisters. She received 
her education at the local schaols.-At an early 
age she committed her life to Jesus Christ. By 
God’s grace her entire family survived: the 
senocide and subsequently migrated to 
v a 


pee ina 


Aleppo, Syria. She met her husband-to-be, 
Khatchig Sarian, in Cairo, Egypt. They were 
married in 1925. The couple had two sons, 
Hratch and Arlen. 

Lydia spent her entire active life in the min- 
istry asa faithful wife ofa pastor. First in Cairo, 
where Rev. Sarian pastored a small Church of 
God congregation of Armenians, followed by 
a call to serve the Armenian Evangelical 
Church in Alexandria, Egypt. In 1947 they 
received a call to serve in the Armenian Breth- 
ren Church in Philadelphia, PA. Consequently, 
the entire family moved to the Philadelphia 
area. After serving about three years in the 
Brethren Church, God called them to itinerant 
ministry in Montevideo, Uruguay, and Toronto, 
Canada. No matter where God called them, 
Lydia was involved in the lives of the women 
as God gave opportunity. She was a blessing 
to countless people. The words of the wise 
King Solomon describe the life of Lydia, “She 
speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction 
is on her tongue. She watches over the affairs 
of her household and does not eat the bread of 
idleness. Her children arise and call her 
blessed...a woman who fears the Lord is to be 

praised.” 

In November, 1990, after having been weak- 
ened by a serious illness, both she and her hus- 
band moved to the Wyncote Church Home. 
Her ministry to the residents of the home con- 
tinued during the next six and half years. She 
leaves behind her two sons, Hratch and Arlen; 
six grandchildren, Lisa, Carol, Greg, Dave, 
Dan and Sue; and seven great-grandchildren. 

Lifting up her memory in thankfulness to 
God, her grandchildren, Carol, Greg and Lisa, 
praised God for their grandmother's exemplary 
devotion to her faith and family, as well as her 
disciplined and inspiring prayerful life. Her 
undaunted faith in God was their spiritual rock; 
her love, expressed in so many precious ways 
and offered without any limits or boundaries, 
was a source of ongoing inspiration: and her 
wisdom in counseling them in the ways of the 
Lord, an ongoing reminder of the preciousness 
of God’s Word. 


LEA DER-KARABETIAN 

Mrs. Lea Der-Karabetian was born to Hagop 
and Mariam Jinbashian in the city of Adana, 
Turkey, on April 5, 1921, under difficult refu- 
gee conditions. Although her family was 
barely able to provide for the minimum neces- 
sities under post-war circumstances, they were 
richly endowed by their Christian faith and 
spiritual life. 

Her family settled in Lebanon when she was 
very young. As a teenager she was already 
actively involved in church and youth groups. 


AMAA NEWS - 17 


xX LLL 


Her teaching talents began to emerge early 
when she started teaching Sunday School at 
15. At the age of 16 she was invited to be a 
kindergarten teacher in the Armenian Evan- 
gelical School in Ashrafieh, Beirut, where she 
taught from 1937 to 1941. In 1941 she was 
invited to head the Elementary School in 
Haigashen, Beirut, where she taught until 
1947. That year she married Hovsep Der- 
Karabetian, one of her Chanitz Engerns. Both 
had been active members of Chanitz for many 
years. They had two children, Hagop and 
Neomie, who also became very active mem- 
bers in the Church and in Chanitz. Her son 
followed in her footsteps and became an edu- 
cator and a college professor. Her daughter 
was caught up in the spirit of service and went 
into nursing. 

In 1952 she was invited to head an elemen- 
tary school in Dora, which later became the 
Peter and iijzabeth Torossian School. Lea 
served with dedication and long hours. She 
continued to teach there until she retired in 
1976 with the great admiration and apprecia- 
tion of her colleagues and the community. 

Surviving the hellish conditions of the Leba- 
nese Civil War, in 1993 Lea and Hovsep emi- 
grated to the States and settled in Burbank 
California, to be near their grandchildren and 
other relatives. Lea suffered from serious heart 
problems during the last ten years of her life 
and was diligently cared for by her loving hus- 
band. One April 2, 1997, Lea joined her Lord 
and Savior after suffering post-operative com- 
plications following open heart surgery. 


LYDIA DARMANJIAN 

Lydia Darmanjian, 87, of Orlando, FL, for- 
merly of Troy, NY, passed away on April 9 
1997, at her residence. 

Born in Aintap, Turkey, she was the daugh- 
ter of the late Harry and Rebecca Esaian and 
widow of Moses Darmanjian. She was edu- 
cated in the schools in Philadelphia and also 
Troy. She moved to Florida in 1968. 

Mrs. Darmanjian worked for Cluett- 
Peabody in Troy before becoming a restaurant 
owner in Troy. She was a lifetime member of 
the Sigma Alpha lota Music Fraternity, a mem- 
ber of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America and member of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Orlando. 

Survivors include a son, Harold Darmanjian 
of Altamont Springs, FL; a daughter, Rebecca 
Cooke of Orlando; three sisters, Alice 
Hakimian of Albany, NY, Rose Manoukian of 
Arlington, VA, and Virginia Esajian-Noga of 
Troy; nine grandchildren, 21 great-grandchil- 
dren and two great-great-grandchildren. 
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AZNIV MALOOTIAN 

Azniv “Ozzie” Malootian, of West Hartford, 
CT, passed away on May 5, 1997 at Hartford 
Hospital after a long illness. 

She was born in Hartford, the daughter of 
Veron (Chopoorian) Malootian of West Hartford 
and the late Garabed Malootian. Besides her 
mother, she leaves an uncle, Haig Chopoorian of 
Wakefield, RI, and many cousins and friends. 
She retired from the Travelers Insurance Com- 
pany after many years of employment. 

, Ms. Malootian was a member of the Arme- 
nian Students Association and the Daughters 
of Vartan. As a past President of the Traveler’s 
Women’s Club, she was an active participant 
in club activities and continued to attend func- 
tions after her presidency. She was also a sales 
representative of The Avon Company for over 
40 years. 

Azniv was a long-time supporter of the 
AMAA. 


NEVART “ROSE” AARONIAN 

Nevart “Rose” (Kazarosian) Aaronian of 
Medford, MA, passed away on May 17, 1997, 
on her 92nd birthday. She was a survivor of 
the Armenian Genocide of 1915. 

Nevart was the beloved wife of the late Suren 
H. Aaronian and devoted mother of Lillian 
Devine of Venice, FL; Grace Putnam of Rye, 
NH; Rosalie Aaronian of Medford, MA; and 


Richard Aaronian of Exeter, NH. She is also 


survived by 7 grandchildren and 8 great-grand- 
children as well as two sisters, Phyllis 
Altoonian of Watertown, MA, and Louise 
Kazarosian of Medford MA. She was prede- 
ceased by her brothers, Joseph and Paul 
Kazarosian, and sister, Clara Kazarosian. 
Nevart retired as a seamstress from the Mary 
Burns Bridal Shop of Boston. She was a long- 
time member of First Armenian Church, 
Belmont; a standing member of Women’s Fel- 
lowship, N.D.; and charter member of Daugh- 
ters of Vartan. She was also a long-time mem- 
ber of AGBU and lifetime member of the Ar- 
menian Missionary Association of America. 
Funeral services were held on May 20, 1997, 
at the First Armenian Church of Belmont, with 
interment at Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cam- 
bridge, MA. 


HAIGANOUSH NORADOUNKIAN 

Mrs. Haiganoush Noradounkian was born 
on May 28, 1907, in Aintab, Turkey, the young- 
est of three daughters of Kevork and Lucy 
Haleblian. 

At the age of seven she lost her mother, and 
six months later she lost her father and became 
a little orphan girl at the outset of World War I 
and the massacre of Armenians by the Turks. 

She was taken into the home of a Turkish 


officer where 
she was a ser- 
vant but was 
treated like a 
daughter. 
Haiganoush 
went from one 
Turkish officer’s 
house to an- 
other, fetching 
water, running 
errands, minding their children. At the end of 
the war, she and a cousin of hers went to an 
orphanage they had heard about. After a short 
stay at the orphanage, she was located by her 
cousin, young Rev. Yenovk Hadidian, who took 
her to his home. She stayed with them for sev- 
eral years, moving with them to Beirut, Leba- 
non. 

When, still in her teens, she learned that her 
two sisters were in Alexandria, Egypt, she 
went there to live with them. 

In Alexandria, she attended the Armenian 
Evangelical Church and one day she made her 
commitment for Christ. Soon after, in 1927, 
she met a young man, Mr. Assadour 
Noradounkian, who had returned from the 
United States to visit his mother. Soon after- 
wards they were married. 

They had three children: Zevart, who is 
married to Garabed Ekmekjian (they have two 
children, Aileen and Heratch); Rosy, the sec- 
ond daughter, who is married to George 
Maranjian (they have two daughters, Selena 
and Emily); and the youngest of the three, 
Movses, who is married to Asdghig nee 
Hovaguimian (they have two children, Raffi 
and Taleen). 

In 1964 Haiganoush and her husband came 
to Montreal, Canada, to be near their older 
daughter Zevart and her family. In September 
of 1969, Haiganoush lost her husband. She 
managed to live alone and be independent, 
regularly visiting her two children in the ULS., 
Rosy and Movses, mostly during the winter 
months. 

During the past three years her health be- 
gan to fail. She moved in with her older daugh- 
ter in Montreal, where she received the best of 
care. She was a mother and a grandmother who 
was well-loved and respected by her children 
and her grandchildren. She was also well-loved 
by all her friends and relations. Gradually her 
health declined, and she had to be rushed to 
the hospital many times. 

On May 15, 1997, she passed away. Her last 
words were “‘please Lord, help me, take me”. 
The Lord heard her prayers and called her home. 

Haiganoush Noradounkian was, above all, 
a Christian lady Her_energy and devotion to 
the Lord were phenomenal. Until her last few 


years, she was always visiting and receiving 
visitors, helping and encouraging others. Ever 
cheerful, she was at ease in any group and 
seemed to be able to communicate and make 
friends with anyone, irrespective of differences 
in age, background or language. One might 
almost say that if Jesus had returned to earth 
in the form of an Armenian woman, his words 
and deeds would have been indistinguishable 
from those of Haiganoush. Her memory will 
be cherished not only by her dear ones, but by 
all who knew her. Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant. Enter into the glory of the Heav- 
enly Father. 


EDWARD ANDROYAN 
Edward Androyan, son of the late Nishan and 
Beatrice (Gulian) Androyan, husband of 
Miriam, and brother of Elizabeth Brooks of 
Los Angeles, CA, died on July 23, 1997, af- 
ter a long bout with Alzheimer’s. A gravesite 
funeral service, officiated by The Rey. Dr. G. 
H. Chopourian, was held on Monday, July 28 
at Valley Forge Memorial Gardens. 
Ed was a graduate of Friends Central High 
School and the University of Pennsylvania, 
Wharton School of Finance. A US Army Vet- 
eran, he served as training instructor at the 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland. While 
working in the family business - Eastern Candy 
Co. - he carried on the family tradition of pro- 
viding Easter and Christmas candy to the 
church youth, may of whom, now adults, sti 
fondly remember. In the past, Ed was an ac- 
tive church member and served in various key 


areas. 
Ed is also remembered for his ke 
humor and as an unselfish man W 


many, both financially and otherwise: 
Y. y cousins Bess 


Ruth Leslie 
y friends. 


en sense of 
ho helped 


He is survived by his sister Liz, 
Ruzian of Upper Darby, PA, and 
of North Carolina, as well as man 
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Central Falls, RI 

Avedissian, Shoushanig 

Silver Springs. MD 

Stedman, Corrine 

River Edge, NJ 

* Tourian, Rebecca 
San Mateo, CA 

* Casparian Richard 
Cranston, RI 

* Markarian, Alice 
Glendale, CA 


March 12, 1997 


+ 


March 14, 1997 
March 27, 1997 
March 29, 1997 


April 2, 1997 


Sarian, Lydia 
Wyncote, PA 

* Hintlian, Araxie 
Belmont, MA 

* Mesrop, Ann 
Marstons, PA 

* Malootian, Azniv 
West Hartford, CT 

* Davidian, Aram 
Astoria, NY 
Kezirian, Herbert 
Fresno, CA 


April 3, 1997 
April 18, 1997 


April 21, 1997 


* Noradounkian, Haiganoush 


Montreal, Canada 

* Aaronian, Nevart 
Medford, MA 

* Davidian, Beatrice 
Beverly Hills, CA 
Garboushian, Philip 

* Hartinian, Anoush 
Van Nuys, CA 

* Keosian, Cora 
Hawthorne, NJ 

* Oflazian, Sirarpi 
Fresno, CA 

* Khanbabian, Tadeos 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 

* Garabedian, Mary B. 
Palmer, MA 
Shadarevian, Isahag 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Hovasapian, Apraham 
Tehran, Iran 
Konyalian, Krikor 
Granada Hills, CA 

* Aaronian, Charles 
Medford, MA 
Najarian, Benjamin 
Providence, RI 
Bartigian, Sally 
Cranston, RI 

* Kassarjian, Miralda 
San Rafae, CA 

* Hadjinian, Khatoun 

Montreal, Canada 

Morris, Eunice 

W. Warwick, RI 

Markovits, Walter 

Port Jervis, NY 

* Tashjian, Alice 
Cranston, RI 

**Durna, John 
Hacketstown, NJ 

* Jendian, Marderos 
Fresno, CA 

* Enoch, Charles 
Del Rey, CA 

———— 


by 


% 


May 5, 1997 
May 8, 1997 
May 11, 1997 
May 15, 1997 
May 17, 1997 
May 21, 1997 
May 25, 1997 
May 30, 1997 
June 1, 1997 


June 13, 1997 


July 12, 1997 
July 13, 1997 
July 14, 1997 
July 14, 1997 
July 21, 1997 
Aug. 10, 1997 
Aug. 10, 1997 
Aug. 13, 1997 
Sept. 3, 1997 
Sept. 23, 1997 


* Memorials designated for AMAA. 
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MAKE YOUR WILL FELT IN THIS WORLD 


There are lots of ways by which a person's "will" (desire, wish) is made known. But if you are a Christian, 
the only sure way your "will" (legal declaration) will reflect your convictions and commitment is through 
Planned Giving. 

Planned Giving is: 


1 


discovering the right amount to give, so that your gift expresses your commitment and stewardship 
but does not impair you and your family's well-being, 


- giving at the right time, when all things are taken into account including world needs, personal 
or family requirements, and tax considerations, 


- finding the best way to give, whether it be with appreciated or depreciated assets, cash, securities or 
other kinds of property, when your unique interests and needs have been taken fully into account. 


For.example, several planned giving alternatives are available by which donated securities (or other assets) 


can provide life income for the donor and/or loved ones and thereby realize some tax advantages without 
sacrificing needed income, 


An outright gift of long-term appreciated securities provides an excellent way to obtain a double tax ben- 
efit. Donors receive an immediate income tax deduction on the current market value of the stock contrib- 
uted and completely avoid the capital gains tax. At the same time the gift begins to serve your intended 
purpose. 


Write in confidence and without obligation to: 


The Executive Director 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue 


Paramus, NJ 07652 
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